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TROPICAL STORM VAL (16W)

Figure 3-16-1. Tnropical Stoxm Val was the §.in81 of
wo successive stomms Lo neach a peak intensity of
50 kt {26 m/s). Oniginating in the monsoon trhough
southeast of Guam, it &Lowly developed as it moved
nonthuwest out of the trough. After moving into the
central Philippine Sea. Val took a more westerly
heading, panatleling the subiropical ridge axis to
zthe nonth. Val nemained poonly onganized much of Lts
Lifetime, with the Low-Level centenr often difficult
1o Locate from boith satellite imagery and aircnaft
reconnaissance data. The above imagery shows one of
the few times the Low-Level center could be identi-
fied. As Val approached Taiwan, its circulation
became funther disaupted. The Low-Level circulation
center tracked west while most of Zhe convection
became displaced to the nonthwest and enhanced by
Taiwan's mountainous terrain. The convection
attempted 1o nedevelop over the fow-Level wind centen
asé Val transited the Luzon Straits, but without
success. As a result, Val weakened prion to making
Landfall on mainfand China and was not identifiable
as a trhopical cyclone agter 1800002, Due td the
threat posed by Val, Hong Kong (WMO 45005) did go to
Condition of Readiness I1 at 161500Z. However, Val
dissipated earliern than anticipated and no signifi-
cant weathen was reponted (1605587 September NOAA
visual {mageryl.
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