
HESTER

One of the most devastating typhoons to strike Vietnam
in over a decade developed from a circulation just west of
the Palau Islands. Hester attained tropical-storm strength
late on the 19th (Figure 5-53) about 250 miles east of
northern Mindanao. The storm swung to the west-northwest
crossing the Visayas and intensifying to typhoon force in
the Sulu Sea on the Zlst. Later that evening, Hester cut
across northern Palawan Island and moved into the South
China Sea, leaving behind some six persons killed and two
missing in the southern Philippines. Winds of 50 kt were
felt at Cebu City as the storm center passed 40 n mi south
of the station during the evening of the 20th.

As a strong ridge built along the South China mainland,
Hester accelerated to 18 kt in forward speed on her west-
northwest course or twice the climatological average for
typhoons in that region during October. Hester continued
to intensify to 90 kt during her day-and-a-half track
across the South China Sea (Figure 5-s4). Arriving ashore
on the Vietnamese coast during the morning of the 23rd, the
typhoon’s eye passed just south of Hue and diminished in
strength. The storm rapidly dissipated over central Laos
that evening.

Maximum sustained winds at DaNang were registered at
60 kt with gusts to 85 kt during Hester’s passage. Maximum
gusts of 70 and 71 kt were reported at Camp Eagle and Hue
respectively. The lowest pressure of 971 mb was measured
at Chu Lai where maximum winds of 70 kt gusting to 90 kt
were estimated.* Heaviest rainfall measured was at Camp
Eagle with 5.44 inches.

Extensive damage was suffered at American bases
including Camp Eagle and the air and naval facilities at
DaNang. Heaviest hit was Chu Lai with 75% of its structures
receiving damage. Thirty-eight helicopters were destroyed,
four hangers collapsed while eighty-seven other aircraft,
mostly helicopters, received damage. Three American lives
were lost due to the flying debris (Figures 5-S5 and 5-56).

Over 200 -nmi of coastal areas were flooded from
Quang-tri to DaNang while 90% damage was sustained to
houses in Quang Ngai. Severe damage to crops was reported

*Based on data supplied by 1st Weather Group, USAF, Saigon,
Vietnam.
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FIGURE5-53, ESSA-9PHOTOOF HESTERAS A DEVELOPINGTROPICAL

STORMEASTOF MINDANAOON 19 OCTOBER,

FIGURE5-54, TYPHOONHESTERIN THE SOUTHCHINASEA AS VIEWED

BY ESSA-9ON 22 OCTOBER,
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and loss of cattle amounted to close to 900 head. Maritime
casualties accounted for some 500 fishing boats reported
sunk or destroyed and the 1,000-ton UNION PACIFIC run
aground north of Chu Lai.

In total, newspaper reports indicate some 85 Vietnamese
were killed and over 200,000 rendered homeless due to
Hester. The Republic of Vietnam social welfare department
regarded the typhoon as the worst to strike the country
since 1944.
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FIGURE 5-55, (TOPAND BOTTOM) DAMAGE SUSTAINEDBY HANGERS

AT THE CHU LAI INSTALLATION,VIETNAM--COURTESYCORPS OF

ENGINEERSU,S,A,

,.

.
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FIGURE 5-56, (TOP)DAMAGESUSTAINEDTO BARRACKSAT THE CHU LAI

ARMY INSTALLATION,VIETNAM--COURTESYCORPSOF ENGINEERSU,S,A,

(BOTTOM)SMALL CRAFT WASHEDAGROUNDNEAR CHU LAI ARMY INSTAL-

LATION--COURTESYCORPSOF ENGINEERSU,S,A,
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