FAYE

Faye was first sighted as a weak entity in satellite
pictures south of Johnson Island as early as September 27th.
I11-defined, the system drifted west-northwest for a week
making passage near Eniwetok on the 3rd as the U.S. Coast
Guard station on the atoll reported a sharp wind shift.

By the 4th, satellite pictures detected signs of organiza-
tion in the cloudiness. An aircraft investigation early

the following morning located a tropical storm with 50-kt
peak winds some 700 n mi east of the Marianas (Figure 5-51).

As a high cell began to build north of Marcus Island,
Faye sailed along at 16 to 21 kt, briefly reaching typhoon
strength late on the 5th. Returned to tropical-storm
classification, Faye passed just north of Saipan the fol-
lowing afternoon. A strong band of wind associated with
the storm was located across the north semicircle. The
U.S. Coast Guard station on Saipan, which was south of the
center, recorded only southwesterly winds at 15 kt during
passage. ‘

Faye continued on a westerly heading during the next
24 hours gradually weakening and appearing to dissipate
late on the 7th. With a rather complex circulation ‘pattern
in the Philippine Sea at this time, it is possible that
the system may have been absorbed in a larger circulation
to the south. However, for the two-day period of October
8th and 9th, all available reconnaissance, surface and
satellite data indicate a considerable amount of uncer-
tainty in this portion of Faye's track. Redevelopment over
the Philippines may possibly not have been retraceable to
the initial system.

After regaining minimal storm strength on the 9th in
the Lamon Bay region, Faye crossed Luzon on a westerly
track north of Manila. Once in the South China Sea, she
intensified to typhoon strength (Figure 5-52) but then
grinded to a halt on the 11th 45 n mi northeast of
Scarborough Shoals. With the deepening of a trough in the
westerlies extending from Korea to Taiwan, steering cur-
rents were initially weak, then as the northwesterly flow
behind the trough began to take hold, Faye began to track
southeastward.

Commencing a highly unusual track, Faye cut across Luzon
for the second time, by then weakened to tropical-storm
force. The storm passed south of Manila, then into Lamon
Bay after being greatly modified by the northerly flow.
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FIGURE 5-51. ESSA-9 PHOTO OF TROPICAL STORM FAYE EAST OF THE
MARIANAS ON 5 OCTOBER.
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FIGURE 5-52. TYPHOON FAYE WEST OF LUZON ON 10 OCTOBER.
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Highest winds reported during Faye's transit were 42 kt at
Calapan on northern Mindoro. Now on the eastern side of

the southern extension of the trough near the Taiwan Straits,
the remains of Faye slowly moved northeastward acquiring
extratropical characteristics as she merged with a weak
frontal zone south of the Ryukyus.

The effect of Faye on the city of Manila was consider-
able as heavy rains flooded much of its low-lying areas.
The torrential rainfall from Faye in combination with that
of tropical storm Gloria, which struck northern Luzon late
on the 10th, was responsible for measured 24-hour amounts
up to 10.78 inches at Casiguran. Flooding caused evacuation
of many towns in Luzon leaving thousands homeless. Streams
already swollen by rains from typhoon Elaine overflowed their
banks sweeping away bridges and submerging crops and homes.
At least 13 deaths with an additional 80 persons counted as
missing were reported in the aftermath of Gloria and Faye.
Offshore, the heavy seas generated by Faye forced the inter-
island vessel MV JOLO aground near Corregidor at the mouth
of Manila Bay, while in Palawan Island a pump boat was
reported to have sunk with one of its eleven crew men
counted as missing.
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