VIRGINIA

Aircraft reconnaissance located newly formed tropical
storm Virginia some 500 n mi northwest of Guam on the after-
noon of September 1st. Early signs of the system can be
traced back on synoptic charts to a circulation which had
i1ts origin near the Palau Islands on August 30th. Drifting
north and then northeast, satellite pictures showed
increasing character to the cloudiness of the system
before reconnaissance investigation.

Located between two high cells, the storm began to
drift slowly northward under the influence of the eastern
cell (Figure 5-37) and intensified to typhoon strength by
the afternoon of the 4th. As Virginia passed 270 n mi
west of Iwo Jima, central winds peaked at 100 kt. Rounding
the periphery of the high cell centered north of Marcus
Island (Figure 5-38), the typhoon shifted to a north-
northeast course during the afternoon of the 6th. On this
heading, Virginia's center skirted the Boso Peninsula of
Japan during the night of September 7th. As she merged with
a frontal zone off of northern Honshu, Virginia weakened to
storm force and became extratropical the following day.

The strongest wind reported along the Japanese coast
was 67 kt with gusts to 95 kt at the Chosi weather station.
Virginia interacted with a weak frontal area along the
southern coast of Honshu causing torrential rain (Up to
22 inches in a 24-hour period at Katsuma) to fall along
the coast which triggered landslides and considerable
flooding. Approximately 200 houses were totally or partially
destroyed while over 13,800 dwellings were flooded. Hardest
hit was the Chiba prefecture where 56 persons were reported
killed by the landslides which buried numerous homes
(Figures 39 and 40).
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FIGURE 5-37. TROPICAL STORM VIRGINIA 300 N MI SOUTHWEST OF
IWO JIMA ON 3 SEPTEMBER.
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FIGURE 5-38. TYPHOON VIRGINIA AS VIEWED ON 5 SEPTEMBER BY
ESSA-9.
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FIGURE 5-39. (LEFT) LANDSLIDES IN THE CHIBA PREFECTURE (BOSO PENINSULA. JAPAN) 8 SEPTEMBER
RESULTING FROM TORRENTIAL RAINS OF TYPHOON VIRGINIA--COURTESY THE ASAHI SHIMBUN, TOKYO,

FIGURE 5-40. (RIGHT) FLOODS OVER THE BRIDGE 8 SEPTEMBER IN THE ISUMIGAWA IN THE CHIBA PREFECTURE
(BOSO PENINSULA. JAPAN) RESULTING FROM TORRENTIAL RAINS OF TYPHOON VIRGINIA--COURTESY THE ASAHI
SHIMBUN. TOKYO.
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