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FREDA

Changes in the large-scale circulation over the western
Pacific during June caused a readjustment of the subtropi-
cal ridge resulting in a strong high cell positioned over
the Ryukyu Islands. This synoptic situation largely con-
trolled the formation and movement of all storms from
mid-June to mid-July.

Freda was the first in a succession of six storms to
cross the Philippine archipelago in a period of less than
four weeks. The first signs of the pre-storm system
appeared west of the Palau Islands on the 12th. ‘Aircraft
reconnaissance located the system two days later as a weak
tropical storm which had drifted to a position 300 miles
east of central Luzon.

Heading on a west-northwest track (Figure 5-13), Freda
intensified to 65 kt just before she struck near Palanan
Point on northeastern Luzon on the afternoon of the 15th.
Gusts of 80 kt were reported at Vigan on the western coast
when the center was emerging back out to sea, while 8.15
inches of rain fell at Baguio. Damage was considerable
over northern Luzon but no estimates are available.

Moving into the South China Sea (Figure 5-14), the
storm remained near minimal typhoon strength and began to
bend toward the northwest. Freda's center passed 50 n mi
south of Pratas Island and struck the mainland between
Macau and Hong Kong with maximum sustained winds of 50-55
kt. Wind gusts of 70 kt were experienced at Tate's Cairn
and up to 103 kt at the Royal Observatory which also
registered a minimum pressure of 984.3 mb.

A total of seven deaths were attributed to Freda--five
of which occurred in Luzon, the other two in Hong Kong.

One of the remarkable features associated with Freda
were the comments by reconnaissance crews of the lack of a
wall cloud around the eye, while she generated sustained
winds of typhoon force. Fett (1968) described similar
circumstances for typhoon Billie in 1967.
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FIGURE 5-13. NOAA-1 CAMERAS PHOTOGRAPH FREDA AS A TROPICAL
STORM EAST OF LUZON ON 14 JUNE.

FIGURE 5-14. TYPHOON FREDA IN THE NORTHERN SOUTH CHINA SEA AS
VIEWED BY NOAA-1 ON 16 JUNE.
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